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I was born in Nyíregyháza on April 22, 1952. I went to grade school there first, then in Debrecen, where my family moved when I was 11 years old. I graduated from high school (KLTE Gyakorló Gimnázium) in 1970. After the compulsory military service period, I started my university studies at Debreceni Agrártudományi Egyetem [Agricultural University of Debrecen]. I majored in sheep breeding, wrote a TDK [Academic Student Study Circle] paper, completed my thesis and earned my dr. univ. and CSc degrees in the same field. Since graduation, I have been employed by the University of Debrecen and its legal predecessor. I received my dr. habil. degree in 2001 and was appointed full professor in 2004. 

Positions: 
I have had executive responsibilities at the University of Debrecen since the year 2000. For four years, I was the deputy dean for academic affairs of the Faculty of Agricultural Sciences and, for another four years, I was the vice president for academic affairs of Agrártudományi Centrum [Centre for Agricultural Sciences]. For ten years, I was the vice rector for education of the University of Debrecen and introduced the Bologna Process to the university and participated in refining it afterwards. Between 2017 and 2020, I was chief advisor to the rector and chair of Multidiszciplináris Agrár- és Élelmiszeripari Kabinet [Multidisciplinary Agricultural and Food Products Cabinet]. In this latter position, my objective was to make the University of Debrecen a distinct center of agriculture in the Carpathian Basin. The area to be covered was that of the watershed of the river Tisza, practically 157 thousand square kilometers, including territories across the border as well. The basic intention was to support Hungarian communities located across the border in their homelands through the export of programs and knowledge. This, of course, meant the strengthening of the mother country, too, since it opened up the access to the agricultural markets of neighboring countries. 
I have been a member of the organizing committees and/or academic committees of a number of international conferences and I acted as either a section chair or a moderator of discussions. I have conducted study trips to Spain, France, Wales, Romania, Yugoslavia and Slovakia, where I also gave talks or seminar courses at individual universities.  
I have participated in numerous doctoral and habilitation processes as chair, opponent, member or invited expert. 
My activities as a reviewer of applications for grants, tenders or other support covered the task of assessing and adjudicating project applications.

Educational activities: 
After earning academic degrees, I started work by submitting individual applications for the support of specific research objectives, in which I endeavored to involve Ph.D. students. Simultaneously, I became a member of a doctoral program council named "Regionális forrásokra épülő környezetbarát állattartás" [Environment Friendly Animal Husbandry Based on Regional Resources]. 
I was a founding member of Állattenyésztési Doktori Iskola [Doctoral School of Animal Science] and I am currently a core member of its council. 
I continue to take part in coordinating the courses on Juhtenyésztés [Sheep Breeding], Tej- és húsfeldolgozás [Milk, Dairy and Meat Processing], Kecsketenyésztés [Goat Farming] and Állattenyésztési politika [Animal Husbandry Policy], and I have also taught some of these courses in the past. In fact, I am the single instructor in Hungary who offers a course on the discipline of Animal Husbandry Policy. In the framework of the new advanced postgraduate specialized training on sheep breeding, I participate as a head of the program. As regards Ph.D. courses, I am responsible for coordinating the subjects Juhtenyésztés és tartástechnológia [Sheep Breeding and Husbandry Technology], Állati termékek minősítése [Qualification of Animal Products], Állati termék előállítás élettana [Physiology of Livestock Production] and Állattenyésztési politika [Animal Husbandry Policy].
I have acted as a supervisor of numerous theses and prize-winning papers delivered at Országos TDK Konferencia [National Academic Study Circles conference] finals. The number of the former exceeds 200, while that of the latter is more than 50. I have also been the supervisor or co-supervisor of more than 20 Ph.D. dissertations. 
I have prepared and launched majors and programs in a number of institutions across the border (Partium, Sapientia, Rákóczi Ferenc), 16 of which are now fully accredited. 

Academic and civic engagement activities: 
During the course of my academic and civic engagement activities, I have had or continue to have the following titles and positions (a non-exhaustive list): 
Small ruminant expert of FAO (since 1992), member of the public body of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences (since 1997), president of Országos Juh Terméktanács [Sheep Products Council] (between 1996 and 2007, and since 2017), president of Felsőoktatási és Tudományos Tanács [Higher Education and Scientific Council] (from 2009 until its termination), president of Országos Szaktanácsadási Bizottság [National Advisory Committee] (since 2012), president of DEAC [Debrecen University Athletic Club] (since 2017) and vice-president of Magyar Rektori Konferencia Határon túli Bizottság [Cross-Border Higher Education Institutions’ Committee of Hungarian Rectors’ Conference] (since 2016). For several years, I was a board member of Hajdú-Bihar Megyei Agrárkamara [Agricultural Chamber of Hajdú-Bihar County], later on, one of its national delegates and, following its reorganization, president of the county-level sub-program Együttműködés, fiatal gazda és innováció [Cooperation, Young Farmers and Innovation] (since 2018) and a member of Nemzeti Agrár-tanácsadási Bizottság [National Agricultural Advisory Committee] (since 2019). President of Élelmiszer Pharmapolis nemzetközi ezüst fokozatú klaszter [Food Pharmapolis International Silver-Grade Cluster]. 

Due to my position in Juhtenyésztési Tudományos Kollégium [Sheep Breeding Academic College], I am in close contact with all the professional experts with academic degrees in Hungary and my relevant international connections also cover several other countries. 

As the president of the Sheep Products Council, I directed and supervised the process of establishing the intervention system of the Hungarian sheep breeding branch and the concept of environmentally friendly sheep farming in cooperation with the national parks. At present, as the head of a working group, I am involved in introducing and integrating the precision and intensive sheep-breeding concept in Hungary upon the request of the current Minister of Agriculture.   

One of the most important achievements of my activities aimed at academic and scientific organization has been the foundation of Állattenyésztési Molekuláris Biológiai Laboratórium [Animal Husbandry Molecular Biology Laboratory], which today functions within the framework of  Agrár Genomikai és Biotechnológiai Központ [Centre for Agricultural Genomics and Biotechnology], where I am currently employed. 
I have been either an applicant, a rapporteur or a professional supervisor in several projects at university, national and European levels.    

Major awards received (a non-exhaustive list): 
FAO gold badge (2001), István Széchenyi Grant (2001), Imre Ujhelyi Award (2004), Golden Plaque Acknowledgement (Hungarian University Sports Federation, 2004), Élelmezésellátás Biztonságáért Díj bronz fokozat [Bronze Level of Award for Food Provision Safety] (FAO, 2008), Debreceni Agrárkutatásért Emlékérem [Memorial Medal for Agricultural Research of Debrecen] (University of Debrecen) (2009), Doctor Honoris Causa of the University of Oradea (2009), Albert Szent-Györgyi Award (2012), Pro Facultate Award (2012), Middle Cross of the Hungarian Order of Merit (2013), NAKVI-imázs Award (2016), Bocskai Award of Sapientia University (2017), Pro Auditoribus Universitatis Debreceniensis Award (Student Self-Government of UD, 2017), Vilmos Westsik Award (Research Institute of Nyíregyháza of Debreceni Egyetem Agrár Kutatóintézetek és Tangazdaság [Institutes for Agricultural Research and Educational Farm of the University of Debrecen] 2017), Award for Teacher Training at the University of Debrecen (2019), Hatvani Award of the City of Debrecen (2020), Memorial Medal for University and National Library (2021). 

Publications:
I have been publishing from the beginning of my research and public activities, during which period I have published more than a thousand individual items, out of which 650 are academic publications and eighty are in foreign languages. Total citations also exceed a thousand, and my h-index is 15. I have written sixteen university textbooks and contributed to almost forty books as an author, co-author or editor. I have written two textbooks together with co-authors, Állattenyésztés [Animal Husbandry] and Mezőgazdasági üzemtan [Agricultural Engineering] II., which was given a Nívódíj [Award of Excellence]. 

As an expert in animal husbandry and a leading professional advisor, I have written a significant number of articles for practical purposes, the number of which exceeds several hundred. 
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