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Curriculum vitae

Born 1960 in Wąbrzeźno. Historical studies  in the Institute of History and Archives  Sciences of Nicolaus Copernicus University (UMK) in Toruń (Poland) in 1979-1983. In 1988/89 studied the history of towns in Westfälische-Wilhelms-Universität in Münster. Ph. D. thesis on the Department of Arts in 1991 entitled “The Sociotopography of the City Elbląg/Elbing in the Middle Ages”. Qualified as assistant professor (the habilitation) in 1999 on the Department of Historical Sciences on the basis of the book “The Prussian Towns and Teutonic Order. The Treatise over the Relationships between Town and Territorial Authority in the late Middle Ages”. In 2008 published the book “The ruling groups in the cities of the Baltic Zone in the Middle Ages”. In 2010 he received from the President of the Republic of Poland the title of professor. The author of over 250 scientific articles and of 5 books. His scientific interests are concentrated over the history of medieval towns, the history of Hanseatic League, Teutonic Order and historical cartography. Took part as invited lecturer in many international conferences in Germany,  (Berlin, Leipzig, Lübeck, Münster, Potsdam), Italy ( Prato),  Austria (Wien), Lithuania ( Klaipedas), Ireland (Dublin), United Kingdom (London), Spain (Nájera). As a holder of a scholarship of Alexander von Humboldt Foundation from May 2000 to April 2001 did research work in Humboldt-Universität and from August 2017 to November 2017 in Freie Universität in Berlin. From 1984 employed in the Institute of History and Archives Sciences UMK, from 2000 as professor. From 2001 the holder of the Chair of Medieval History. 2010 nominated to the title professor (full professor). Director of Doctoral School of Humanities, Theology and Arts  NCU (since 2019)
Editor in Chief (with Juergen Sarnowsky from University Hamburg) of the journal “Ordines Militares Colloquia Torunensia Historica. Yearbook for the Study of the Military Orders”. Editor of the Historical Atlas of Polish Towns. Member of the International Commission for the History of Towns, 2016 elected to the president. Member and Vice-President of the  Internationale Historische Kommisssion zur Erforschung des Deutschen Ordens. 2018 honored with doctor honoris causa by the University of Debrecen. In 2020, awarded the Eike-von-Repgow-Preis by the city of Magdeburg Otto-von-Guericke-Universität.
